Chance type cervical fracture and neurological deficits in ankylosing spondylitis.
Prevention of sudden neck movements is vital in patients with ankylosing spondylitis of the cervical spine. We present a case of ankylosing spondylitis who sustained a cervical fracture. He presented with paraplegia after a minor car collision and died of pulmonary embolism after the operation for anterior stabilisation. We believe that the most important matter in a patient with advanced ankylosing spondylitis is the prevention of the fractures and complications. The need for neck protection in automobiles was emphasized and the literature reviewed about the occurrences of neurological deficits following trauma.